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6l8 THE MONIST. 

Nouvelles Recherches de Psychiatrie et D'Anthropologie Criminelle. By 
C. Lombroso. Paris : Felix Alcan. 1892. 

Prof. C. Lombroso's activity reaches a climax that is almost superhuman. He 
contributed to the Italian Archives of Psychiatry two articles, one of which proves 
that, at least in Italy, the sense of touch is weaker in women than in men ; it is still 
weaker and more irregular in criminal women than in normal women. (Archiv. di. 
Psichiatr. Sc. pen. ed. Antrop. Vol. XII, 1891, p. 1-6). The other article (1. c. p. 
58-108) is an inquiry concerning thought-transmission, which contains besides a 
critical review of the usual rubbish of so-called telepathic phenomena two strange 
observations. The first is the case of a low-bred hysterical lad who does not possess 
the faculty claimed by him to understand telepathically the intentions of whosoever 
employs him, but strange enough, if sufficiently charged with whiskey, is able to 
read any writing through the envelope with closed eyes. The other case is a som- 
nambulistic compositor, who sets type correctly in the state of somnambulism. 
Blindfolded he draws the figures drawn behind his back upon a slate, and hypno- 
tised he guesses the numbers which the experimenter thinks. Lombroso is one of 
our greatest psychologists, but these experiments perhaps with the same subjects 
should be repeated by other psychologists so as to make sure of their correctness. 
Lombroso concludes that there seems to be some foundation in thought-transmission. 

The present little volume of new researches applies Lombroso's theories con- 
cerning morphological abnormalities of the criminal type in the anthropological field. 
It appears natural that the criminal type should show abnormal features, but some- 
times Lombroso's eagerness to discover abnormal features, even in political crim- 
inals such as Charlotte Corday, is exaggerated. At least we must confess that many 
abnormalities appear very frequently among peaceful and law-abiding citizens. 
The Corday skull, although a trifle platycephalic, is beautifully rounded and normal. 
M. Topinard finds no abnormal features but Lombroso maintains that its platy- 
cephaly is doubly abnormal and he adds : "The capacity of the skull is 1.360 cubic 
' ' centimeters while those of Parisian women is 1. 337. Must we not conclude that its 
"capacity exceeds the average?" We read on p. 124 and sq : "The more our 
"women will be forced to enter the economical struggle for existence, the more 
"will they become criminals. . . . The result (of letting them enter public life) will 
" be to lower the nature of women." 

The booklet is very instructive even to those who disagree with the professor, 
for it is full of facts and valuable observations. npq. 

Vorlesungen uber die Algebra der Logik. (Exakte Logik.) By Dr. Ernst 
Schroder. Erster Band mit viel Figuren im Texte. Leipsic : B. G. Teubner. 
1890. 
Professor Mach says, "The essence of science is economy of thought." If that 

is so, there is no discipline more imbued with the spirit df science than algebra. 

When operating with algebraic symbols we cease to think out the whole calculation 



